CAPTAIN JOHN KIDD
Known as the " Wizard of the Seas" who su/eredjor
Piracy) at Execution Dock^ 2 yd of May-, 1701
CAPTAIN JOHN KIDD was born at Greenock, in
V^Scotland, and being bred as a sailor he eventually
became known as the " Wizard of the Seas/'
Having quitted his native country, he resided at New York,
where he became owner of a small vessel, with which he
traded among the pirates, obtained a thorough knowledge
of their haunts, and could give a better account of them
than any other person whatever. While in their company
he used to converse and act as they did; yet at other times
he would make singular professions of honesty, and intimate
how easy a matter it would be to extirpate these abandoned
people, and prevent their future depredations. His frequent
remarks of this kind engaged the notice of several consider-
able planters, who, forming a more favourable idea of him
than his true character would warrant, procured him the
patronage with which he was afterwards honoured. For a
series of years great complaints had been made of the
piracies committed in the West Indies, which had been
greatly encouraged by some of the inhabitants of North
America, on account of the advantage they derived from
purchasing effects thus fraudulently obtained. This coming
to the knowledge of King William III., he, in the year
1695, bestowed the government of New England and
New York on the Earl of Bellamont, an Irish nobleman
of distinguished character and abilities, who immediately
began to consider the most effectual method to redress the
evils complained of, and consulted with Colonel Levingston,
a gentleman who had great property in New York, on the
most feasible steps to obviate the evils.
At this juncture Captain Kidd had arrived from New
York in a sloop of his own; him, therefore, the Colonel
mentioned to Lord Bellamont as a bold and daring man,
who was very fit to be employed against the pirates, as he